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Autumn Term: Issue 02 11 September 2020 

Uplands Fundraising Community Virtual AGM 

 
The UFC would like to welcome everybody back to a new school year and a big hello to all those 
new parents/carers who are joining our school and nursery for the first time.  
 
On Tuesday 6th October at 19:00, Uplands Fundraising Community will be holding its Annual 
General Meeting. For those new to the school and nursery, the Uplands Fundraising Community is 
our version of a Parent-Teacher Association. Due to the current circumstances, this meeting will take 
place via Zoom.  All parents/carers and teachers are very welcome to join the virtual meeting.   
 
The AGM is an opportunity to vote in the following committee members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary. If you would like to put yourself forward for any of the committee positions or for the 
role of Class Rep for your year group, please email our UFC Secretary by 17:00 on Thursday 1st 
October 2020 (ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org). 
 
Please note: If you would like to attend our virtual AGM, please email the UFC Secretary  
(ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org) by 17:00 on Thursday 1st October 2020. You will then be sent 
the necessary link and password for the meeting. 

Parking 
 
Please remember to park considerately on Albion Road, York Way and any surrounding roads. It is a 
danger for pupils and other family / pedestrians who use the pavements and cross the roads. We 
really need families’ support in this matter, so please ensure you have time to park in a sensible 
place that may need to be a little further from the school gate than you would like. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration of our pupils’ safety. 

Social distancing 
 
Mr Sherwood praised our families who were lining up at the main entrance and back entrance this 
morning—well done, parents and carers! Gold star for you!  
 
However, please remember to continue this positive social distancing into the queues for 
classrooms. These should be lines of pupils and family members, 2m apart, waiting for the class 
teacher to arrive at the classroom door at 08:40. As there are no staff on the gates, your child/ren are 
your responsibility until we have welcomed the child into their classroom. 

Piano lessons 
 
Mrs Devine, who teaches our orchestra and some individual pupils at Uplands, has some spaces in 
her timetable for new piano pupils. If you are interested in your child playing the piano with Mrs 
Devine, please contact her directly on janice@musicalmatters.co.uk.  

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:ufc.secretary@uplandsprimary.org
mailto:janice@musicalmatters.co.uk


 

 

www.uplandsprimaryschool.com            @Uplands_Berks                   Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE 

RESPECTFUL   -   KIND   -   RESILIENT   -   BRAVE   -   MOTIVATED 

School meals: next week’s menu 
 
We hope your child has enjoyed the meals from our new caterer, Harrison Catering. Mr Sherwood 
has sampled all the meals so far and he reported that they were delicious!  
 
School meals are £2.30 per child, per day. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to 
a free school meal every day. Key Stage 2 parents may pay online through the Scopay/Tucasi 
system, which is the system we already use for trip/club payments. The link can be found on the 
Uplands website. Families can view the menu and order from the same system (Scopay/Tucasi). We 
cannot accept cash or cheque for meals. Thank you for making payments in advance, or on the day 
of the meal. The link for meal ordering, menus and payment is here. 

Uniform 
 
We would like to remind you of the Uplands School Uniform Policy, which can be found on the 
school website. For P.E., children are required to wear a green Uplands t-shirt, black shorts/skirts 
and trainers. For activities in the hall, such as gymnastics or dance, bare feet are appropriate. In cold 
weather, a dark tracksuit is optional, but recommended.  
 
In addition, we would like to remind parents/carers of the following points: 

• ‘cat ear’ (or similar) headbands and large ‘Jo-Jo’ style bows may not be worn 

• watches and fitness trackers may be worn, but the school will not accept responsibility for these 
items if they are brought to school 

• stud earrings may be worn but must be removed or covered with surgical tape for P.E. lessons 

• hair that is shoulder length or longer must be tied up. 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/school-trip-payment/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/uplandsprimary/UploadedDocument/d0ebafc7b6784b96bba737e7144e71cd/school-uniform-policy-2019.pdf
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UFC Summer Challenge 
 

In July, we sent a letter to families about an optional summer challenge to help raise money for the 
school and provide a summer activity if parents/carers wanted one. The key details from the original 
letter are below: 
 

How many times can you run round your garden in an hour? How many star jumps can you do in ten 
minutes? How many books can you read during the summer holidays? You could find all these things out… 
AND help the Uplands Fundraising Community raise money for the school! 
 
As you know, we had some exciting UFC events to look forward to, like the Spring Disco and the Summer 
Fayre, that were unfortunately cancelled due to COVID-19. We, as a school community, rely on these events 
to raise much-needed funds for our children, and without these events, we have been unable to raise the 
amount that we would usually raise in a school year. 
 
How can you help? 
Step 1: Decide on a ‘How many…?’ challenge 

• How many times can you run/walk around the garden/park? 

• How many books can you read? 

• How many times  can you throw a ball into the wheelie bin? 

• How many flights of stairs can you climb? 

• How many times can you throw and catch a ball? 

• How many steps can you take in a week? 

• …or you could think of your own challenge! 
 
Step 2: Print the sponsorship form (or get one from school before the end of term if you need us to print one). 
 
Step 3: Ask your family and friends to sponsor you (either for a set amount or for a an amount per step that 
you take, book that you read, ball that you catch etc.). 
 
Step 4: Complete your challenge! 
 
Step 5: Let your sponsor know how you did in your challenge and collect your sponsorship money. 
 
Step 6: Bring your sponsorship money to school in September. 
 
We realise that these past few months have been particularly tough on some families, and that some of you 
may feel that this is not something that you can commit to at this time. We completely understand and 
respect this, and there is no pressure or obligation whatsoever to complete the challenge or to raise money 
for the school.  

 
September is now here, and we have had families asking about bringing in their sponsorship money. 
We would prefer cashless, so ideally families can pay in to the Scopay (Tucasi) system, under the 
UFC Summer Challenge event (which will have a balance of £0.00 due) and make an overpayment 
of the amount raised for your child. If this is not possible, money can be brought in to the school 
office only in a sealed envelope with the child’s name and class on the front and the amount of 
money inside. Top fundraisers will be awarded a certificate and a special prize!  
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to raise funds for the pupils of Uplands. 

Inset Days 2020 - 2021 
 
Our Inset Days for the next academic year have been approved by the Governing Body and are: 

01.09.2020 02.09.2020 02.11.2020 04.01.2021 28.05.2021 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Soccer in Schools is back! If you want more information, contact Keelan using the details below: 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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We have had a fantastic few days at Nursery. It has been so lovely to welcome back some familiar 
faces and also to welcome our new starters. Everyone has adapted well to being dropped off at the 
gate, as well as our increased handwashing and new snack time routine.  
 
The children have mostly enjoyed playing in the garden, watering the plants, making delicious dishes 
in the mud kitchen and our climbing frame and slide has been more popular than ever! Many of the 
children set themselves the challenge of scaling up the wooden front of the climbing frame, climbing 
through the gap at the top and then sliding back down the slide. After watching how others had 
success and then adjusting their technique, many of the children have managed to do it and 
celebrated their achievement, and followed this by practising again and again!  
 
Our groups enjoyed P.E. with Mr Archer on Monday and Thursday morning! After a warm up, the 
children played some different P.E. games. After listening carefully to Mr Archer’s instructions, the 
children went on to sort the colourful cones placed around the hall into the correct hoop, which 
increased from two to four hoops. We observed lots of great listening and attention skills being 
practised. 

What have we been learning in our Nursery 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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What a fantastic first full week at school! We have really enjoyed getting to know the children and 
have been thrilled at how brave they’ve been leaving their parents at the class gate. The children 
have all concentrated hard on following the daily routine and making sure they wash their hands 
before eating and coming in from the outside area. At lunchtime, we have been impressed with how 
quickly the children adjusted to the expectations in the hall when eating their packed lunch and we’re 
looking forward to introducing them to the main school lunches next week. Remember: if you wish to, 
you can order your child’s lunch in advance online, or alternatively your child can go through the 
daily menu and order their lunch at school with a member of the Reception teaching staff.  
 
This week in story time, we introduced the class to the Colour Monster! He is a monster who gets his 
feelings muddled up, and needs help to sort them out. The children really enjoyed talking about their 
feelings and how they all want to be the happy yellow monster and not the angry red monster or sad 
blue monster. This fed nicely into introducing the concept of a class charter and the need for rules. 
The children discussed what rules are, and what we need to include in our class charter to ensure 
we all have a happy and safe learning environment. The children have really taken on board the 
expectations on behaviour, and it was lovely to be able to give each member of the class a gold book 
sticker as a reward. Well done Reception; keep up the good work!     
 
Throughout the week, the children have enthusiastically embraced school life and been engaged in 
exploring their new learning environment. Some of the highlights have included: working as a team 
to create a marble run; role playing babies going to the doctors; finding out the names of the toy 
dinosaurs by looking in the big dinosaur book; digging and playing in the sand; practising fine motor 
skills by playing hook a duck in the water tray; designing obstacle courses with the outside big 
construction crates and logs and then challenging themselves to complete the course without falling 
off; and working out how to climb the trees.   
 
All in all, a brilliant start to life at Uplands and we look forward to welcoming all the children back for 
the whole day from next Monday.   

What have we been learning in Reception 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 1 have had a very happy and positive start to the new school year. We have really enjoyed 
welcoming all the children back and seeing them enthusiastically exploring their classroom and the 
enhanced outdoor area. 
 
This year, we are starting Year 1 with a 'blended' approach, merging familiar elements of great early 
years provision with the curriculum objectives for Year 1. A lot of thought is going into supporting the 
children, some of whom have missed the end of their Reception year and all of whom have had an 
unusual period in their lives. At the same time, we are still providing challenge and have high 
expectations for the children's learning. In practise, we hope that this looks and feels like fun!  
 
In English, we have had a focus on communication, including what good listening involves and how 
to use speech to negotiate within play. In Phonics, we have revised all the sounds taught in 
Reception and practised blending (reading) and segmenting (spelling). We have also revisited the 
alphabet, remembering that every letter has a name and considering alphabetical order. For reading, 
we have heard the children read individually with an adult and sent home a book at the appropriate 
level. It is very important to continue a routine of regular home reading. Do ask if you would like any 
support or advice with this. 
 
In Geography, we have started a topic about 'Our School' and learnt that we are located on Albion 
Road, in the town of Sandhurst and the country of England. To extend this learning at home, you 
may like to find our school or your home on a map. Zooming in and out on an online map can be a 
very helpful way of understanding our location in the world. 
 
For other learning, we have had a focus on mental health, including learning vocabulary to label our 
feelings and discussing what to do about bad feelings. Through the year, we will encourage the 
children to tell us if they have a worry. We will always be here to listen.  

What have we been learning in Year 1 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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It’s been fantastic to be back in the classroom after the summer holidays and to spend time getting to 
know our lovely new class! Year 2 have had a brilliant first week and have already earnt two class 
marbles for great class writing and for behaving so sensibly during our school fire drill.  
 
Since being back, our main focus has been our back to school unit, ‘Here We Are’, based on the 
beautiful book by Oliver Jeffers. On Monday, we spent time in Squirrel wood, exploring the great 
outdoors and being at one with nature. The children looked closely at insects and slugs using 
magnifying glasses, laid down on tarpaulin and looked up at the trees, went on nature hunts, drew 
what they saw and observed sounds and sights around them. We then used these activities and 
experiences to write a class poem based on ‘Out and About’ by Shirley Hughes, using adjectives to 
expand our writing. The children then created their own version of the poem based on what they had 
done during their time in squirrel wood. Later in the week, we thought about ourselves and how we 
can represent our personalities through drawing, considering the ways in which we are different and 
similar to each other. We talked about the need for equality and what that looks like in the world 
around us and in our school to make sure that everybody around us feels respected, valued and 
included.  
 
In Maths, we’re focusing on numbers to 100 and their place value. The children have been using 
place value charts and part whole models to partition two digit numbers into tens and ones as well as 
using greater than, less than and equal to signs and language to compare numbers.  
 
Our PSHE unit this half term is based on our Mental Health and the importance of expressing our 
emotions appropriately as well and talking about how we feel and asking for help. We spent the 
lesson playing an emotions game where we discussed occasions when we’ve felt a range of different 
emotions. The children then created emotion thermometers in which they identified both symptoms 
of negative emotions and things they can do to feel better when experiencing that emotion.  
 
We started our Art unit on Henri Rousseau and watercolour and spent the lesson learning about 
different watercolour techniques. In History, we looked at London and how it has changed throughout 
time, comparing the London we know now with the London of 1666. 

What have we been learning in Year 2 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Year 3 have had a fantastic first week and, if this is anything to go by, the rest of the year will be full 
of much more enjoyable learning! 
 
This week, Year 3 dived head first into the fantasy genre. We have explored tales of dragons, 
wizards, wolves, and even hobbits, tapping into our imaginations and discussing the beautiful 
language we have discovered. Using adjectives, extended noun phrases, prepositions, and a wide 
variety of sentence structures, we have painted some amazing word pictures of weird and wonderful 
locations and creatures. 
 
In Maths, we’ve created and compared 2- and 3-digit numbers, using Base-10 to help us along the 
way. In ‘addition’ to the Base-10, we’ve used part-whole models to pull apart number sentences and 
understand the relationship between the numbers. Everyone has been working so hard this week 
with their Maths and it’s been great to see! 
 
In Topic, we have investigated continents and oceans, different time zones, French greetings, the 
work of William Morris and Orla Kiely, and the importance of internet safety. Friday brought with it 
some Times Tables Rockstars and our weekly Book Talk, where everyone had a chance to discuss 
some of the wonderful stories they’ve been enjoying over the week. As a lover of a great story 
myself, it’s been fantastic to hear everyone so excited about reading (and also get some 
recommendations for what to read next). 
 
Taking advantage of the weather, we have done plenty of outdoor learning and bolstered our step 
counts with the daily mile. 

What have we been learning in Year 3 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
https://www.facebook.com/uplandsprimaryschoolandnursery/?eid=ARDtZnK0tbl_rUpN3xwfTQjnIxfS0WdpRIsoLIr9Ywi2djYTbH-7U45J7LOFw8X6XKPdMEXWFC6EZYl3
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It has been such a joy to be reunited with our amazing class over the past week and a half. The 
children have seemed so happy and excited to see each other again and we have dedicated lots of 
time to talk and catch up after a long time apart. We have also been working hard too, and reminding 
ourselves of the expectations of school as well as the new routines that we have in place. We have 
begun our 'daily mile' and many children are already able to run further and for longer than they were 
before, which is wonderful to see! Please ensure your child has a pair of trainers in school every day 
to enable them to take part.  
 
In English this week, we have been thinking about reading for pleasure. The children have excitedly 
explored our new range of books to borrow as well as recommending favourite reads to one another, 
which each child has used to create a 'bookcase' of titles they would like to read this year. We have 
loved immersing ourselves in our new class novels, 'A Girl Called Justice' and 'Stormbreaker', and 
have enjoyed time to read outside, either independently or to one another. The children also 
discussed the poem 'The Door' by Miroslav Holub and then created their own versions, with 
magnificent results! Some of our children thought they 'couldn't write poetry' at the beginning of the 
week, yet every single child produced an uplifting and interesting poem of their own, which made us 
very proud.  
 
In Maths, we have been thinking about place value and reading and representing three digit 
numbers. The children explored a wide range of ways to show numbers up to 1,000, including 
placing these on a number line. We have played a lot of Maths games this week as well. If you have 
any dice at home, you can ask you child to teach you the game of 'Pig', which was very popular! 
 
In Science this week, we began our learning about the human digestive system. We started by trying 
to put the parts of the digestive system in the correct order before using secondary sources to check 
which order they do go in. Some children in the class made up the mnemonic 'Mr Octopus screams, 
'Small lizard run away!'' to help them remember the order. I wonder how many of the children will be 
able to use this to tell you the correct order? 
 
During Geography, we revised the names of the continents. The children labelled the seas around 
the U.K. and used the atlas to label countries in Europe. In Art and Design, we started to learn about 
impressionism and post-impressionism by looking at how they emerged and which artists created 
paintings in that style. On Friday in R.E., we started to learn about Buddhism by discussing whether 
it is possible for everyone to be happy. In PSHE and RHE, we continued to talk about mental 
wellbeing being a normal part of life, in the same way as physical health. 

What have we been learning in Year 4 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
https://twitter.com/Uplands_Berks
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It has been wonderful having all the children back in school. They have all settled in and hit the 
ground running with their learning. It has been lovely to hear everything the children have achieved 
during their time out of school as well as hear the challenges they may have faced. The children 
have all got a new Year 5 reading bingo book and it's been great to hear the children already having 
in depth conversations about their reading. In English, we revised contractions and the children 
came up with a long list of different word pairs which can be written as contractions. We began our 
new unit on World War Two and started reading 'Carrie's War'.  
 
In Maths, we recapped the methods used when solving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division calculations. We then moved onto place value and the children are able to read, write, order 
and compare numbers to at least 1,000,000 and determine the value of each digit. Some children 
challenged themselves and completed a tricky problem-solving question.  
 
In Science, we started our topic on Forces and explored the relationship between mass and weight. 
This week, we investigated how to slow down a falling object. We planned a fair test to decide which 
type of parachute would work best.  
 
We completed introductory lessons in History and Art. This term, we are learning about Victorian 
Railways and Op Art in History and Art respectively. In History, the children came up with lots of 
excellent facts about Victorians and wrote down lots of questions they want to find the answers to. In 
Art, the children explored different art: pre 20th century art and optical art. They discussed how they 
were going to group the art and decided on ‘realistic art’ and ‘bright art’. We then discussed the 
similarities and differences.  
 
This half term in Computing, we are exploring online safety. We discussed the term 'spam' and how 
lots of spam emails can make people feel. The children understand what to do if they ever received a 
spam email in their inbox.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we started exploring mental health. We discussed the term and came up with our 
own class emotions word bank. The children wrote down how they might feel in different scenarios.  

What have we been learning in Year 5 

http://www.uplandsprimaryschool.com/
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Hello to all of our Year 6 families and welcome back! It has been so lovely to have the children back 
in class and they have had a really good start to the new academic year. I have been impressed with 
their attitudes and with how much knowledge they have retained!  
 
This week in Maths, we have been focusing on the place value of numbers to 10,000,000. We have 
refreshed our knowledge on reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers, and have worked 
hard to solve more challenging problems by thinking of different ways that we can represent them. 
We have also looked at using logical reasoning and deduction in our problem solving.  
 
In English, we are reading ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. Using this text, we have written detailed setting 
descriptions with a focus on choosing a range of vocabulary and different sentence types. We have 
also been refreshing our grammatical knowledge as this is a key element within the Year 6 
curriculum.  
 
For our DT this term, we will be building marble runs. This week, we analysed and evaluated existing 
products with a view to designing our own. We would be grateful for donations of large pieces of 
strong cardboard as well as other cardboard boxes (i.e. Amazon boxes) to help with the structure of 
our designs. Thank you in advance.    
 
In Science, we are beginning to look at Evolution. This week, we have compared inherited and 
environmental characteristics. We also surveyed the class to collect data, recording and presenting 
our findings in different ways.  
 
During our P.E. lesson, we worked on team-building skills and played an extended version of 
Capture the Flag. The children had to work in specific roles to defend their flags from their opponent 
whilst trying to attack the opposing team and capture their flag for themselves. The children worked 
really hard and there were plenty of red faces by the end of the session! 

What have we been learning in Year 6 
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