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Uplands Primary School and Nursery 

Newsletter—Bumper Edition 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 03 January Inset day—school and nursery closed 

Wednesday 04 January Spring Term starts 

Tuesday 10 January Y6 trip to Lego Mindstorms—info sent 

Friday 27 January PTA Uplands has Talent!—info to follow 

I would like to wish each and every child, family member, governor and 
member of staff a very happy festive season, and I look forward to 
welcoming you all back in the new year. 
 
Wishing you all peace and happiness, 
 
Mrs Deacon  



Nursery 
 
We have had another busy half term in Nursery! We loved welcoming parents/
carers in for our Stay and Plays at the beginning of the half term. The children 
really enjoyed sharing their environment and showing their parents/carers how 
they spend their time with us. November also brought our first school trip to Little 
Forest Adventures. We were so proud of all our children during the morning. They 
completely immersed themselves in the environment and got stuck in with all the 
activities on offer. Afterwards, the Forest School leader commented on how 
wonderful the children were. The children have had the chance to learn about 
different festivals that are celebrated around the world through Diwali, Christmas 
and Remembrance Day activities. For Diwali, the children experimented with 
various colours on the light box, made play dough diyas and painted Rangoli 
patterns. To help the children understand Remembrance Day, we watched a short 
poppy animation video. They then created a beautiful poppy collage which was 
later displayed at Crowthorne fire station.  
 
In Maths, we have been working on subitising (being able to visually see the total 
number of objects without having to count them) the numbers 1 and 2. The 
children worked together to find one or two items of various objects around 
Nursery. Once they had collected their items, we displayed them in cupcake tins to 
help the children understand what two things look like. The children have also 
been learning about repeating patterns. We gave them an image of a stick, leaf, 
stick, leaf pattern, which they then had to try and replicate themselves. Once the 
children were secure in this, we challenged them to spot the mistake in a 
repeating pattern. 
 
In Phonics, the children have been working on general sound discrimination within 
phase 1. This is where we help the children to develop an awareness of sounds in 
the environment, as well as thinking about different sounds we can make with our 
own voices. We have gone on sound walks around the school, stopping and  
listening carefully to the sounds we could hear. We then tried to distinguish 
whether the sound was made by a human, an animal, a machine or nature. The 
children have used their voices to pretend to be different animals, and taken it in 
turns to guess the animal. They have also worked on making loud or quiet sounds 
with their voices. 
  
In PE, the children have been learning how to throw both overarm and underarm. 
They have completed a variety of different challenges to practise both techniques, 
such as throwing bean bags at targets. We also got in the World Cup spirit by 
learning how to play football. The children focused on keeping the ball close to 
their feet (and not using their hands!). They built up to playing games against each 
other and learnt good sportsmanship practice, like shaking hands at the end of the 
game. 
 
We really enjoyed our special visit from reindeer, Storm and Tornado. The children 
did such a fantastic job and listened so well to the reindeer keepers, as they 
explained various reindeer facts to them. We had an absolutely amazing time at 
the pantomime; again, we were so proud of how well the children sat and took in 
the whole show, joining in with the booing and cheering.  



Nursery 
 

The children have worked so hard on their Christmas calendars; we provided them 
with a selection of resources and then asked them to create a transient art picture. 
We love how each one is unique and we hope you enjoy looking at them as much 
as we enjoyed making them. The children have enjoyed various other Christmas 
activities, like making salt dough decorations, reindeer food, Christmas play 
dough, and painting with fir tree branches. 
 
Our current cohort of children absolutely love puzzles! If you have any you would 
like to donate to Nursery after Christmas, they would be put to good use! We hope 
you have a wonderful Christmas and look forward to welcoming the children back 
in the New Year.  

 



Nursery 
 

 

 



Reception 
 

Wow! What an action-packed half-term we’ve had in Reception. The children have 
settled into the daily routines and expectations of school life and are making 
fantastic progress across all areas of learning.  
  
In Literacy, the children listened to the stories of Funnybones, Rosie’s Walk, The 
Usborne Book of Nursery Rhymes, Stickman, The Jolly Christmas Postman and 
the Nativity. These stories and rhymes were the overarching themes of each 
week’s learning, in conjunction with the celebrations of Bonfire Night, Diwali, 
Remembrance Day, Advent and Christmas. 
 
In Drawing Club, the children have continued to develop their oracy and writing 
skills. It has been amazing to see how confident the children have become at 
speaking during class inputs, and their ability to speak using full sentences, which 
in turn has helped them feel secure when attempting to write their own sentences. 
The children have embraced using the sound and tricky word mats, alongside the 
handwriting frieze to support their writing, and it has been lovely to see how they 
are frequently using these during their child-initiated learning time.   
 
Phonics lessons are a popular part of the Reception class day, where the children 
fully are fully engaged and enjoy showcasing their knowledge and skills. The 
children love playing Silly Soup, which involves the children orally segmenting 
words that have the phoneme of the day in them; this game has helped the 
children to identify the particular phoneme we are focusing on and aided their 
confidence when tackling spelling. In addition, this half term, the children have 
focused on learning the names of the alphabet, through singing the alphabet and 
playing find the letter game on Bug Club; they are certainly getting more proficient! 
The children have now learnt all the initial sounds that correspond with the 
alphabet letter names and some of the trickier digraphs and trigraph, qu, sh, ch, 
th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa and long and short oo. The children are beginning to 
recognise the tricky words they have learnt when reading.  We have been thrilled 
with the progress the children have made with their reading, spelling and 
handwriting and how they are enthusiastic to practise their skills to write messages 
during their child-initiated learning time.  
 
Throughout the half term, the children have had many enrichment opportunities; 
these included watching the England versus Iran match, where they enjoyed 
cheering every time England scored a goal—what a result! They enjoyed sharing 
the visit of the Fire Engine from Crowthorne Fire Station, thanks to their buddies, 
learning all about reindeer and their trip to South Hill Park to see the pantomime.  
   
In Maths, the children have worked hard at forming the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, 
exploring these numbers by thinking about the different ways they are represented 
in real life; for example, on coins such as the one penny, two pence and five pence 
pieces, through stories and rhymes, including The Three Little Pigs, Pete the Cat 
and Five Speckled Frogs and everyday objects, a pair of shoes or hands or five 
fingers or toes. The children then took each of the numerals and investigated their 
composition using objects, Numicon and Five Frames alongside improving their 
subitising skills. In addition, the children explored the 2D shapes circles, triangles, 
squares and rectangles, finding these shapes in the school environment, talking 
about their different properties and using them to create pictures.  



Reception 
 
During child-initiated learning time, the children continue to design and make 
fantastic constructions using the large outdoor equipment, working collaboratively, 
negotiating to overcome design problems and reflecting on their finished products. 
One of the highlights was creating a full-sized cannon after watching the CBeebies 
Remembrance Day video. Outside, the children have made stews and soups for 
lunch in the mud kitchen, serving them up to their guests, performing their musical 
compositions to an audience of friends, making decorations for our outside 
Christmas tree, exploring making glue using flour and water to put Humpty back 
together and investigating how ice is formed. The children have equally enjoyed 
working inside, experimenting with colour mixing and painting to create artwork 
based on Remembrance Day, printing using different materials and using the 
loose parts to make shape pictures. The children still love to roleplay, especially 
pretending to be Mrs Paget teaching. Over the past few weeks, the children have 
been inspired to write messages and cards to their family and friends and with 
encouragement, are beginning to annotate their pictures and models.  
 
Finger Gym continues to start the afternoon’s learning and the children have 
improved their fine motor skills, concentration and focus too. Most of the class can 
now hold a pair of scissors correctly and cut a basic curved shape out without 
support, which is a fantastic achievement. The children are beginning to use a 
pencil effectively, making firmer marks on the paper when tracing over handwriting 
patterns and letters as well as developing their tripod pencil grip—something we 
will continue to work on in the new year.  
 
Yellow Bus have thoroughly enjoyed their term at Forest School, and the benefit 
that Forest School has had on the children’s resilience and self-esteem is evident 
in class. The children talk enthusiastically about what they have done and are 
eager to share their experiences. Hot chocolate around a fire is a definite hit! 
We’re sure Red Bus will have a great time next term participating in Forest 
School.  
 
Reception love spending time with their buddies at lunchtime and during our 
Friday buddy time. Thank you, Year 5, for playing with the Reception children and 
helping them feel so happy and safe during their first term at Uplands. You’re 
superstars! During buddy time, some of the activities the children enjoyed doing 
were reading stories, playing with the sports equipment and making paperchains 
to decorate the classroom. The children were thrilled to receive a Christmas card 
from their personal buddy and hope that their buddy loved their card too!  
 
Finally, the children worked extremely hard learning all the songs, words and 
moves on stage, to deliver a fantastic and memorable Nativity performance. We 
are immensely proud of them all and how quickly (two weeks) they managed to 
pull it off. Well done Reception! All the Reception staff wish you all a merry 
Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in 2023.  
 

 



Reception 
 



Year 1 
 

What a busy term we have had in Year 1! We have been impressed with how Year 
1 have continued to demonstrate all 5 of our school behaviours; in particular, their 
kindness and resilience.  
 
We started the half term by adding and subtracting within 10 in Maths. The 
children first learnt about part-whole models before moving on to looking at 
number bonds within and to 10. We then learnt about adding together and adding 
more before finishing the unit by finding a part and taking away. We then moved 
onto looking at 2D and 3D shapes. The children enjoyed exploring the shapes, 
looking at the different properties of each shape and how they compare to each 
other.  
 
In English, the children linked their own experiences of autumn to write a poem 
using their senses. Year 1 enjoyed writing a set of instructions for Nursery and 
Reception to help them wash their hands. The children recorded performing their 
instructions, which they shared with Nursery and Reception. Year 1 then helped 
Nursery and Reception wash their hands ready for lunchtime. We were impressed 
with how mature and helpful Year 1 were with the younger children. We finished 
the term by learning how to recognise the key features of a letter and how to 
correctly set out a formal letter. The children enjoyed writing a letter to Mrs Claus 
using the personal pronoun ‘I’ and joining words using conjunctions. We are 
pleased with how hard the children have been working on practising using capital 
letters, full stops and finger spaces in their writing.    
 
The children have continued to impress us with their Phonics skills. We have 
continued to learn Year 1 phonemes (ie, i_e, y, i, ow, o_e, o, oe, ew, ue, u_e, u 
oul). The children have been practising blending the new sounds they have learnt.  
We started the half term by continuing with our Science unit on seasons. We 
learnt about how the weather changes across the seasons and what different 
kinds of weather look and feel like. We then moved on to our second unit on 
everyday materials. We identified a range of materials and what they are used for. 
The children then enjoyed exploring a range of different types of paper to find 
which type was best for writing on with a pen, felt tip, crayon and pencil. We 
finished the unit by looking at what materials everyday objects are made of and 
identified that the same object can be made from different materials.  
 
Uplands was the focus of our History unit. The children were introduced to the 
terms ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’ and ‘present’. The children learnt how a timeline can 
be used to represent events and ordered their own life events on a timeline. We 
then learnt about the history of Uplands and the reasons why people moved to 
Sandhurst in the Victorian times. The children enjoyed learning about what school 
life was like for children when Uplands was built and were surprised that tablets 
and Smartboards were not invented 60 years ago!  
 
Year 1 enjoyed designing and creating their own reindeer Christmas cards, using 
a mechanism, in our Design and Technology lessons.   
 
 



Year 1 
 

The Christmas Story was the focus of our RE unit. We started the unit thinking 
about why we give and receive gifts. The children then learnt about how Christians 
believe that Jesus was born on Christmas day. Year 1 thought about the gifts 
Christians might give to baby Jesus today and then created their own nativity 
scene.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we focused on our families. Year 1 learnt that families are 
important for children growing up because they give love, security and stability. 
We then discussed different types of families and the importance to respect each 
other and their families. We finished the unit by the children recognising 
relationships that could make them feel unhappy or unsafe, and how to seek help 
or advice from others if needed.  
 
The children have enjoyed their PE lessons with Mr Archer. This term, Year 1 have 
been learning how to perform gymnastic routines. They have learnt gymnastic 
skills and movements including a tumble routine, vault routine and spring board 
routine. The children used these skills to create their own routine unaided.  
 
In Computing, the children used tablets to access Purple Mash. Year 1 learnt why 
passwords are important by logging into their Purple Mash account and then 
created their own digital art. The children learnt how to save and retrieve their 
work.  
 
This term was extra special as Year 1 and the rest of the school were visited by 
reindeer! The children enjoyed learning interesting facts about the animals. Year 1 
worked very hard on their Christmas Production which they loved performing to 
their families. We were also very proud of how well behaved Year 1 were when 
they went to South Hill Park to watch Jack and the Beanstalk.  
 
Well done Year 1 on a fantastic start to the year and a great first term! We are so 
proud of how well you have settled into Year 1 and are very much looking forward 
to next term!  

 



Year 1 

 



Year 2 
 
We have had another fabulous half term in Year 2, achieving and learning a lot! 
In Maths, we continued on from last half term with our unit of addition and 
subtraction. We started by reviewing fact families and began understanding how 
these facts can aid us in working out harder questions. After this, we learnt how to 
apply our knowledge of place value and use column addition and subtraction, with 
and without regrouping. When using the column method, we have to make sure all 
of our numbers are placed correctly and neatly so that we do not get confused and 
we are always sure to start with the ones column, before moving to the tens. Using 
our new method, we were able to compare different numbers sentences and solve 
missing number problems. During the latter part of the half term, we have begun to 
look at geometry, identifying different shapes and being able to count the sides 
and vertices on 2D shapes.  
 
In English, at the start of the term, we read ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl and decided 
to make a set of instructions for anyone who would like to make ‘wormy spaghetti’ 
for themselves. To write these instructions, we needed to understand different 
types of sentences and make sure that we were using commands, then we learnt 
about imperatives or ‘bossy verbs’ and we used lots of these to form an effective 
set of instructions. For our second unit of work in English this half term, we looked 
at the problem of plastic in ‘Our Blue Planet’. In this unit of work, we have been 
looking at plastic pollution and how it is affecting our planet, particularly the ocean 
and the creatures that live there. We have been able to see how damaging plastic 
pollution can be; however, we have also found out how we can help in our 
community to reduce the amount of plastic pollution we contribute. Our biggest 
piece of work for this topic was our non-chronological reports. Before we began 
writing these, we looked at a plethora of different reports and identified what 
features made these effective. We then made a plan and noted down what points 
we wanted to make under each subheading. After that, we completed our first 
draft; this was useful to our writing process as we were able to reflect on which 
parts of our report were effective and which parts could be improved. We then 
took all of our knowledge that we had gained along with the edits we made to our 
first draft to complete a final report to inform the Uplands community all about 
plastic pollution. 
 
In Science, we looked at how inventors invent, focusing on William Dunlop and 
how watching his son ride his bike on metal wheels led him to inventing the rubber 
tyre. We were able to understand that most inventions are the result of someone 
seeing a problem and trying to fix it. We then took an everyday object and 
invented a different use for it; some of the inventions we came up with were very 
creative. Lastly, we looked at how we could change the shapes of objects by 
twisting, stretching or bending them. 
 
In Design and Technology, we got into the Christmas spirit by designing and 
making our own Christmas tree decorations. To start off this unit of work, we 
observed a selection of different decorations and thought about what we liked 
about them and what we thought wasn’t to our taste. After this, we discussed why 
we decorate Christmas trees, who we would like to make our decoration for and 
how we would make a decoration that they would like.  



Year 2 
 

To make our decorations, we needed to be able to sew using a backstitch. This is 
a tricky technique; however, we persevered, practised our resilience and showed 
each other kindness by helping our friends to create some beautiful decorations. 
Once we had finished with our sewing, we evaluated our decorations, looking at 
what we were proud of as well as things that we may want to improve. There will 
definitely be some beautifully decorated trees this year, all thanks to Year 2 and 
their hard work. 
 
In Geography, Year 2 have been thinking about our local area, Sandhurst. We 
started this unit off with using Google Earth to find Sandhurst on a map and then 
we were able to zoom out and find its county, country and continent. After this, we 
looked at the human features of Sandhurst, thinking about what places we have 
visited in the past and what we may have done there. We spent time looking at 
maps of Sandhurst and placed these human features, identifying the purpose of 
these places and how they have improved life for those that live in the community. 
We also used locational language and compass directions to describe their 
whereabouts in relation to Sandhurst. 
 
In Computing, we have been using search engines to effectively and safely 
research plastic pollution; we then used this information to present our information 
on a poster on Microsoft Word. As this was a big piece of work that was completed 
over a few weeks, we needed to also learn how to save and retrieve our work. In 
PSHE and RHE, we have been looking at Physical Health, learning all about how 
to keep our bodies healthy and what we can do to take care of it; for example, 
eating healthily, exercising regularly and maintaining good oral hygiene.  
 
In RE, we thought about the Christmas story and what Christmas means to us. I 
hope Year 2 have an incredible break and make lots of wonderful memories over 
the Christmas period.  



Year 2 
 

 



Year 3 
 

In English this half term, our writing has been based on ‘A Boy Called Christmas’ 
by Matt Haig. This story has completely captivated the children and inspired some 
really fantastic writing. We started our unit of learning by retrieving and recording 
information from non-fiction texts to learn about the region of Lapland and add 
authenticity to our writing. We then created a setting map, using our five senses, 
noun phrases and prepositions to improve our descriptive writing. We used 
freezeframes to embody the characters from the story and explored how they 
would have reacted to different situations. This really helped us to ‘show’ rather 
than ‘tell’ the reader how the characters were feeling. We learnt the five rules of 
dialogue and experimented with integrating dialogue into our narrative writing. The 
children weaved all of these skills together to write, edit, publish and perform their 
own Lapland adventure stories.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning all about multiplication and division. We started 
by recapping our understanding of multiplying, sharing, grouping and arrays using 
multiples of 2, 5 and 10. We then moved on to multiplying and dividing by 3, 4 and 
8 and learning these times tables. In our most recent Maths lesson, we explored 
the links between the 2, 4 and 8 times tables. We linked multiplying by 4 to 
doubling then doubling again, and multiplying by 8 to doubling three times. We 
also recognised that dividing by 4 is the same as halving then halving again, and 
dividing by 8 is the same as halving three times. This week, the children have 
worked hard to complete their end of term Maths assessments and have 
demonstrated how much they have learnt this term. They should be very proud of 
themselves! 
 
This half term in Science, we have been investigating forces and magnets. We 
explored how to push, pull and twist different objects to make them start to move, 
change direction and stop. We also learnt about friction and explored how objects 
move on different materials. We then identified a range of magnetic materials and 
discovered that not all metals are magnetic. We carried out various tests to assess 
the strength of different magnets. This week, we identified the two poles on a 
magnet and investigated how magnets attract and repel each other. The children 
used their knowledge of how poles repel and attract to identify the poles of 
unlabelled magnets by making careful, systematic observations. 
 
In Geography, we have been learning about transport networks in the UK. We 
applied all of the geographical skills we had learnt (such as using OS Maps, four 
figure grid references and eight compass points) to investigate our local transport 
links whilst on our local area walk. Once we were back in the classroom, the 
children were tasked with using their new-found knowledge of Sandhurst’s 
transport links to plan their own journey from Uplands to Edinburgh using public 
transport. Whilst carefully planning their routes, the children came to realise how 
important and interdependent our main transport links are. We also learnt about 
the transport links from the UK to other countries, such as the Eurostar, airways 
and ferries.  

 
 



Year 3 
 

In Computing, we explored the factors that affect online search results and how 
searches return results. We then brushed up on our word processing skills whilst 
typing up our Stone Age explanation texts. We learnt how to use a range of 
keyboard shortcuts in order to improve our efficiency and edited our documents to 
improve effectiveness.  
 
In Design and Technology, the children designed and created their own cushions 
inspired by Laura Ashley. They studied the features and functions of a cushion 
before creating a design brief. They were resilient and patient whilst printing, 
sewing and filling their cushions. This week, they evaluated their finished products. 
We hope you all enjoy displaying their beautiful creations around your homes! 
 
In RE, we found out about the true meaning of Christmas for Christians and 
compared this with what Christmas means to us. We finished our unit of learning 
by designing our own gifts to make the world a better place and writing a haiku 
poem to explain the positive impact our gifts would have on the world.  
 
In PSHE and RHE, we have been learning about families, friendships and 
relationships. We explored the characteristics of healthy friendships, the 
importance of respecting others and how to challenge stereotypes in friendships. 
The children know that bullying is unkind behaviour that happens several times on 
purpose and understand the differences between an upstander and a bystander.  
 
This half term has been a busy one, full of lots of learning and many other exciting 
activities, including our trip to Stonehenge, class assembly, the pantomime and 
our bouldering adventure, to name just a few! We have really enjoyed all of the 
festivities over the past couple of weeks too. Enjoy the holidays and we look 
forward to seeing you all in 2023.   
 



Year 3 
 



Year 4 
 

This half term in Maths, we have been focusing on multiplication and division. We 
have worked through our 3, 6, 9, 7, 11 and 12 times tables and explored these as 
division facts too. The children have learnt how to multiply a number by 1 and 0, 
and also divide a number by 1 and itself. We are extremely proud of how the 
children have progressed with their mountain challenges and we hope this will 
continue in the New Year. Any extra times table practice the children can do over 
the Christmas break would be beneficial before we continue our Multiplication and 
Division unit next year.  
 
Our main English unit this term has linked well with our History unit—Ancient  
Egypt. The children began immersing themselves in this unit by retrieving and 
recording information from non-fiction texts. They also watched clips about the 
discovery of Tutkankhamun’s tomb by Howard Carter. We thought about how we 
could add variety to our writing by moving between pronouns and noun phrases. 
The children came up with some excellent examples for Howard Carter which 
included ‘The curious archaeologist’ and ‘The intrepid explorer’. The children used 
previously learnt prepositions when completing a setting description of 
Tutkankhamun’s tomb. They used images to inspire their writing. We moved on to 
exploring modern day Egypt. We watched tourism videos for Egypt and discussed 
which activities we would enjoy. The children learnt the rules for present perfect 
tense—an auxiliary verb coupled with a past tense verb. We read a letter from a 
pen pal (Geoff) and identified the present perfect tense. The children then had 
time to respond to Geoff’s letter thinking carefully about using correct present 
perfect tense. The final piece of writing we completed in this unit was a travel 
brochure. We discussed the different features and explored the sentence structure 
thinking about how clauses are used to add detail to information about the holiday. 
We then had time to plan and write our own travel brochure thinking about the 
main organisation devices and how these contribute to the effect of the brochure. 
We then completed a short Christmas writing unit based on the Bear and the Hare 
(John Lewis advert). We spent time understanding the meaning behind the advert 
and how the characters might be feeling. The children chose a scene from the 
advert and used the learnt rules for direct speech to write the conversation 
between the two characters. We finished off the unit by planning and writing our 
own Christmas story based around the Bear and the Hare. We split this across 
four different lessons to ensure that the children were focused on using key 
grammatical elements such as capital letters and full stops consistently.  
 
Our Science unit this term has been ‘In a State’. This has introduced the concept 
of states of matter. The children have learnt the characteristic properties of solids, 
liquids and gases. We have completed a variety of different experiments to allow 
the children to physically explore the properties of various different materials. The 
children classified materials and recorded their sorting using tables and venn 
diagrams. We will be continuing this unit after Christmas.  
 
In Art and Design, the children have been learning about impressionism and post-
impressionism art. We have focused on Monet, Cézanne and Matisse and enjoyed 
looking at a variety of different artwork. The children used these as inspiration for 
their final piece and created a sketch. The children have practised different 
watercolour techniques and it is lovely to see the children using these within their 
final piece of art.  



Year 4 
 
In History, we have been learning about Ancient Egypt. Our key question for this 
unit was ‘How do we know what the Ancient Egyptians believed about life after 
death?’. The children learnt what AD and BC meant in relation to key global 
civilisations of the era. We explored different artefacts and explained what they tell 
us about everyday life, including the significance of the discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922. The children completed a reading comprehension to 
help them understand the significance of archaeologists, particularly Howard 
Carter. We explained the impact of Ancient Egyptians beliefs in major gods and 
goddesses on their daily life and the significance of Egyptian tombs. We watched 
a couple of clips to help us explain what the Ancient Egyptians believed about life 
after death compared to other ancient civilisations. The children used their Year 3 
History knowledge to ask and answer historical questions about the way of life in 
Ancient Egypt and the similarities and differences between life in Ancient Egypt 
compared to the Bronze Age. We finished off our unit by writing a letter to a 
museum persuading them to keep an Ancient Egyptian display in their museum.  
 
In Computing, we have completed a word processing unit. The children have 
learnt some key elements of Word—how to change font style, size, colour, insert 
an image and edit the image. We have learnt how to add tables to our document. 
All of these skills were used when we created a ‘perfect poster’ to advertise a cake 
sale. In PSHE and RHE, we have been learning about First Aid and Families. The 
children learnt basic first aid and had the chance to put their talk partner in the 
recovery position. The children understand that others’ families sometimes look 
different from their family, but they should respect those differences. In RE, we 
have explored Christianity. Our key question was ‘What is the most significant part 
of the Nativity story for Christians today?’  
 
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in 2023.  
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Year 5 
 

This term, Year 5 have taken inspiration from the weather and launched an 
investigation into the frozen planet. To ensure we had plenty of information to work 
with, we did extensive research into many areas of the cryosphere, the animals 
that live there, and the varying effects of global warming. The children really 
enjoyed learning more about the frozen parts of our world, and were particularly 
passionate about how we can reduce the effects of climate change. 
 
We planned and wrote in-depth non-chronological reports on, now the favourite 
animal of the whole class, the harp seal, focusing heavily on our accurate use of 
scientific language and ways to make our writing formal. We then tried a 
completely different style, continuing to use scientific vocabulary, but writing the 
journal of a tundra explorer in an informal way. We also researched and planned 
some persuasive letters, considering many examples of persuasive language and 
how they would affect the reader.  
 
Our work in English influenced our fantastic class assembly which the whole class 
thoroughly enjoyed performing. It was great to channel all our research and hard 
work through a different creative lens. The children were full of fantastic directorial 
and lyrical ideas, all working together well to write and perform the whole show.  
 
This half term has also given the class a chance to complete their yearly 
homework project, and what better to focus on than a frozen planet topic of their 
choice. We saw a huge variety of models, PowerPoints, poetry, stories, and other 
displays, covering anything from the harp seal to penguins, ice floes to the tundra. 
Everyone who saw the projects was very impressed with the obvious hard work— 
well done again Year 5! 
 
We have also had the exciting opportunity to visit Eagle House School each week 
this half term, completing Design and Technology and Science units. Half of the 
class have explored the depths of our galaxy, thinking about the orbit of the 
planets and moons, our rotation on our axis, and what these mean for our day-to- 
day lives. Seasons, eclipses, days, months, years, and the stars and planets we 
see in the sky now make a lot more sense! In Design and Technology, the children 
have used all manner of new software to design and create their very own clocks. 
This was a very exciting project with some truly amazing creations for the children 
to take home.  
 
In Maths, we’ve done a lot of work on fractions! Fractions can be a challenge, but 
the class have been resilient and motivated to grasp the techniques we’re working 
with. They have converted between mixed numbers and improper fractions, 
compared and ordered them, added and subtracted them, and approached a wide 
variety of reasoning questions, using these methods to find the answers. After 
completing our arithmetic and reasoning papers, the whole class can be incredibly 
proud of the progress they’ve made already! 
I 
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In History, we’ve been learning about the Victorian railways. We have assessed 
the effects of the industrial revolution on the way people lived throughout Britain, 
as well as in our local area. Our unit was rounded off with a fantastic debate, set in 
the 1850s, each half of the class arguing whether we should or shouldn’t build a 
railway in Sandhurst. The class thought thoroughly and critically, identifying many 
positives and negatives for the local area.  
 
In Computing, we have focused back on programming, using selection and 
variables to create our own maze games. Year 5 were able to design their own 
games, from ‘scratch’, theming them and building up from one simple level, to 
some very complex, multi-level games. We used selection and ‘if’ statements to 
create physical maze barriers and ways to ‘win’ each level, as well as adding in 
enemy characters and even scoreboards using variables. There were some 
incredibly creative games, showing their grasp of coding and using the freedom to 
truly make their projects their own.  
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Season’s greetings to you all! We are all very much enjoying the run up to 
Christmas in Year 6, what with our daily advent calendar, ‘World Cup’ of Christmas 
songs and all of the other seasonal activities we have been able to take part in, it 
is a celebratory end to a busy half term!  
 
Our first English unit focused on reading/analysing poems and then using this 
analysis to help us write our own poetry. We looked at a variety of different styles 
within this genre and how poetic language and structure can impact meaning. The 
children worked in pairs to write their own poem in a traditional and highly 
structured style and then as a group—and as part of an inter house challenge—to 
create a descriptive poem using a picture stimulus. Finally, they chose their 
favourite poetic style to write their own poem. Our next unit was based on ‘An 
Arctic Adventure’. First, we explored setting by researching, planning and writing a 
non-chronological report about an area within the Arctic Circle. We then analysed 
the first chapter of A Way Past Winter, and used this text to write a character 
analysis. To help us understand plot, we explored how authors ‘hook’ a reader by 
reading a number of first chapters and reflecting on how engaging we found them. 
Finally, to consolidate this unit, we planned, wrote and edited our own beginning to 
a book based in the frozen north.   
 
Most of our Maths lessons this half term have been dedicated to deepening our 
understanding of fractions and being able to calculate with them, but we have also 
revisited division—including long division, order of operations and spent lots of 
time problem solving. This is something that the children can find quite challenging 
and therefore, we have been working on strategies to help us approach more 
complex problems. Each week, the children have continued to complete SATs 
style arithmetic tests and their scores have been steadily rising. Well done Year 6! 
After Christmas, we will exploring ratio and algebra and decimals as well as 
converting units.   
 
In History, we have learnt about the Shang Dynasty, an ancient Chinese 
civilisation that existed at the same time as the British Bronze Age. Our enquiry 
question for this unit was How did the technological achievements of the Shang 
Dynasty compare to those of the British Bronze Age? To answer this, we first 
looked at the discovery of Lady Fu Hao’s tomb in 1976. The site was undisturbed 
and contained many artefacts that helped historians understand this ancient 
civilisation. We explored how people in the Shang Dynasty lived and what society 
might have looked like before comparing this to what we know about life during the 
British Bronze Age.   
 
During our Art and Design lessons this half term, we have explored Cubism. We 
focused specifically on the work of Pablo Picasso as well as reviewing the work of 
other Cubist artists. Following discussion of this style of art, the children created 
their own Cubist sketches, revisiting and improving them. We then created 
Christmas Cubist artwork using acrylic paints.   
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In Science, we continued to try to understand the concept of evolution. Our work 
centred on identifying how life is adapted to survive in a specific environment and 
thought about how survival of the fittest means that the plant or animal best suited 
to an environment is more likely to survive long enough to pass its characteristics 
on to its children through inheritance. We explored how variation in plants and 
animals can lead to adaptation and then, over time, evolution, and used the work 
of Charles Darwin (in particular, what he discovered about the finch population on 
the Galapagos Islands) and other scientists to understand how animals adapt over 
time.   
 
We have thoroughly enjoyed our PE lessons, one of the highlights being the Year 
5/6 inter house dodgeball tournament. Other highlights include the visit by the 
reindeer, KS2 disco and our outing to South Hill Park for Jack and the Beanstalk, 
alongside the highly successful (and very tasty) Y6 project afternoon which 
allowed your children to showcase their talents!  
 
On behalf of all the Year 6 team, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and happy 
New Year.   
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