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your child become 
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in 
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Aims of the workshop
 To give an overview of the progression of reading skills 

from Year N – Year 2

 To explain how we teach Reading at Uplands and 
demonstrate the different skills children must build to be 
successful readers

 To demonstrate the importance of reading as a 
foundation to all learning

 To provide ideas for games/activities to do at home, to 
support your child’s learning and promote a love of 
reading from an early age 
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Firstly, it is important to develop an 
early love of books. 

 Support cognitive development

 Improve language skills

 Prepare for academic success

 Develop a special bond with your child

 Increase concentration and discipline

 Improve imagination and creativity

 Cultivate a lifelong love of reading

This helps to…

KB



Research has shown there are 5 
essential early reading skills 

 Phonemic awareness – Being able to hear, 
identify, and play with individual sounds in 
spoken words.

 Phonics – Being able to connect the letters of 
written language with the sounds of spoken 
language.

 Vocabulary – The words kids need to know to 
communicate effectively.

 Reading comprehension – Being able to 
understand and get meaning from what has 
been read.

 Fluency (oral reading) – Being able to read text 
accurately and quickly.
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How do we ensure these skills 
are developed at Uplands
We provide our children with a rich diet of high quality  
literature through: 

 Wordless books

 Bedtime bear books

 SSP Phonics 

 Quality Guided Reading

 Regular assessment

 Library time

 Literature Spine
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What does Reading Look like in 
EYFS and KS1?

 The next few slides, take you through the journey your child will take when 
learning to read, from the prerequisite skills to fluency.

 Provide you with activities and strategies to help your child at each stage of 
their reading journey

Health Warning:

 Remember, every child is unique and will move along their reading journey 
at a different pace. Please don’t compare your child with others even within 
your own household. They will get to fluency with support.
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Reading in Nursery

 Develop vocabulary and oral language development

 Foster observation and critical thinking skills

 Build reading comprehension skills

 Enhance understanding of story elements (character, 
setting, plot, theme)

 Promote creativity and imagination

 Model the importance of high quality, detailed, and 
meaningful illustrations

 Serve as an inspiration for a child’s own artwork

Why Wordless Books?
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How you can get the most out of a 
wordless book 

Give your child the book.
Can they hold it the right way round?

Do not open the book!

Look at the front cover!

Ask questions! 
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Wordless books….

Please take time to share the wordless book that your 
child brings home

 Encourage Discussion

 Introduce New Vocabulary

 Appreciate the Visual Story

 Encourage Storytelling

 Learn About Story Structure and Sequencing

 Practice Comprehension Skills

 Inspire Writing

KB



Phase 1:

Your child will be learning to:

 Have fun with sounds

 Listen carefully

 Develop their vocabulary

 Speak confidently to you, other adults and children

 Tune into sounds

 Listen and remember sounds

 Talk about sounds

 Understand that spoken words are made up of different 
sounds

Phonics in Nursery
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Phase 1:

There are 7 Aspects:

 Environmental sounds

 Instrumental sounds 

 Body Percussion

 Rhythm and Rhyme

Alliteration (words that begin with the same 
sound)

Voice sounds

Oral Blending and Segmenting

Phonics in Nursery
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Some activities you can do to help
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As children move into Reception and 
KS1, there are two main skills they 
need to be a successful reader

Phonics – decoding by blending the sounds in 
words to read them

Language comprehension- understand what the word 
means within the context it appears

Language development and phonics working together 
supports reading development.
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Reading Skills Steps at this stage along 
the Journey to Reading Fluency

Should be able to :

 Hold a book correctly

 Begin to decode pictures

Learning to:

 Understand that in English, words are read from left to 
right and top to bottom.

 Decode symbols.

 Read words as sentences.

 Understand the meaning of texts                                                  



Reading in Reception
Bedtime Bear Books

 These are the recommended high quality texts that children 
should be exposed to by the age of 5.

 They are an opportunity to share a story book with a family 
member.

 Please read and re-read these books. By internalising a story 
it helps your child to develop their language and reading 
skills. 

 Helps bring the magic of books alive.

 A VIPERS sheet inside the front cover with question prompts
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Getting the most out of picture 
storybooks ( Bedtime Bear Books)

Ask questions such as….

What do you think this book is about? 

How do you know?

Can you guess what it is called?

Why do you think it is called, 
The Highway Rat?

What do you think will happen in this 
story?

We use VIPERS to help ensure that 

children get the most opportunities to 

develop their comprehension skills
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Phonics in Reception and Year 1

This year, we are introducing Bug Club which is a 
DfE SSP validated scheme which follows the 
Letters and Sounds 6 Phonic Phases 
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Why Bug Club Phonics

 This is a Systematic Synthetic Phonic Scheme which 
is validated by the DfE and follows the Letters and 
Sounds 6 Phonic Phases 

 It has a full range of decodable books and an online 
library covering all L & S Phases

 Interactive games which revise phonemes taught in 
class
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Decoding symbols

 There are 44 sounds in the English language.

 We teach the pure sound and letter formation 
together

 (Based on the Letters and Sounds 6 phonic phases)

 We blend to read and segment to write
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The basic 44 graphemes 
the children will learn in 
Reception
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The alternative  
graphemes the children 
will learn in Year 1 and 2

Consonant clusters 
Reception & Year 1
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Phonic Lessons

 The children have daily 25-30 minute phonic lessons 
throughout the year.

 In Reception, we concentrate on phases 1-4

 In Year 1, we revise phases 3 &4 and teach Phase 5 

 Phase 1 is started at Nursery and continues to 
support all the phases

 In Year 2, we introduce Phase 6 and teach the 
children spelling rules and how to apply these when 
reading and writing.
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Letters & Sounds 
Phases 2,3,4 &5
 Children begin to formally learn the sounds in the English 

language

 Phonics sessions are fun, involving lots of speaking, listening 
and games

Each lesson will follow the same format-

 Recap and revisit all taught sounds

 Teach new phoneme/grapheme 

 Practise reading words with new sound in and  letter 
formation.

 Apply what they have learnt by reading sentences              

and spelling words 
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Saying the sounds

 Your child will be taught how to pronounce the 
sounds (phonemes) correctly to make blending 
easier

 Sounds should be sustained where possible (eg, 
sss, mmm, fff)

 ‘uh’ sounds after consonants should be reduced 
where possible (eg, try to avoid saying ‘b-uh’, ‘c-
uh’)
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Blending

 The separate sounds (phonemes) are spoken 
aloud, in order, all through the word, and are then 
merged together into the whole word.

 The merging is called blending, and is a vital skill 
for reading.

 Eg: c-a-t = cat
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Sound Buttons and Blending

 You may hear your child talk about sound buttons

 These are used to help the children identify whether a 
phoneme is made of one or more letters. 

shop

s               sh
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Making words

 Now the children will be seeing letters and words, as 
well as hearing them

 They will be shown how to make whole words by: 

 pushing magnetic letters together to form little 
words

 Reading little words on the board

 Breaking up words into individual sounds
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Tricky words

 Words that are not decodable or the graphemes 
haven’t been taught yet

 These words have to be learnt
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Phonics screening test

 During the summer term in Year 1, the children complete a 
phonics screening check.

 This is not a check on their ability to read, instead it is a 
check of their ability to blend and segment the graphemes 
and phonemes they have learnt. 

 The children are given a list of real and pseudo (alien) words 
and are asked to sound them out to read the words. 

 Children who do not meet the expected threshold for the 
phonics screening check in Year 1 try again in the summer 
term of Year 2. 

 Where necessary, children are taught additional phonics 
sessions to assist them with their second attempt. 
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Examples of Phonics screening test
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How you can help your child to 

pass the Phonics Screening test

 https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

 Use your child’s sound cards to make real and 
alien words

 Make sure your child is able to accurately 
identify the phoneme/grapheme in the word.

 Have fun spotting phonemes in your reading 
books.
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Can you find the ay phonemes?

BP



Were you right?
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Strategies for reading new text

KS1

 Use the pictures in the books as prompts

 Sound out new words ( use all alternative ways you 
know)

 Split up longer words into syllables

 Miss out the word and read to the end of the 
sentence before returning to it. 

 Take note of the punctuation. (check understanding)

 Add expression to bring book to life
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Comprehension

 Comprehension skills are vital for children to become 
successful readers.

 We use a system called VIPERS which ensure that 
the children have a deep understanding of what they 
are reading (Not barking at print!)

 Each letter represents a different comprehension 
skill
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How you can support your child

 Hear your child read as often as possible. Ideally 5 x a week and sign each 
time you hear them. 

 Choose a quiet time and give your child your full attention.

 Encourage them to work out the meaning of new words ( Then explain)

 Note the reading targets in the front of the green reading record book

 Practise your child’s sounds/words/reading book 

 Have fun and play games, such as sing the alphabet song together or play  ‘I 
spy’

 Play with magnetic letters or sound cards, even once they have learnt the 
two-grapheme (letter) combinations, eg: r-ai-n = rain blending for reading
rain = r-ai-n segmenting for spelling.

 Praise your child for trying out words.

 Talk about the text using open questions. VIPERS

 Practise tricky words when introduced.

 Mostly have fun! Never make reading a stressful experience.
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Question Time
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